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What Counts and
What’s Counted?

One of the most important outcomes of community schooling
— learning in the company of classmates — is that our education
encourages and compels us to be mindful of others. In school, we learn
from our earliest experiences to overcome our inherent selfishness
and become aware of those around us: siblings, schoolmates, and
citizens. When resources are scarce and access is rationed, each
one of us learns the skill of negotiation and compromise, taking turns
and sharing. The underlying principle of community service at The
ISF Academy is the development of student commitment to shared
values, aspirations, and responsibilities.

Community service is a form of altruism, which is defined
as care for the needs of others, regardless of one’s own needs
and circumstances. The word comes through Italian from Latin
(alter) and is based on the notion of the ‘other-ism’. In essence,
community service is focused on selflessly increasing the quality of
life of another at a cost to one’s own life, in terms of time, effort, and
perhaps money. It is based on the idea that increasing the welfare of
others builds up the community as a whole, to the benefit of all. The
guiding spirit of community service is ultimately self-help. It means
that we are not helplessly dependent on the intervention of others to
help us in an hour of need, but can step out to intervene on behalf of
those in our community with unanticipated and legitimate needs.

There are some who say that community service is a
counter-intuitive human activity in a zero-sum world where most
transactions, the things that people do in the course of a day, have a
monetary value that should be counted. Zero-sum community service
can be measured in terms of time expended and resources used,
balanced against measurable improvements in the living standard
of the recipient; the two sides of the equation cancel each other
out, leaving no net gain. As a manifestation of human productivity,
community service can therefore be measured, managed, and
taxed; it can be effectively commodified.

At The ISF Academy, we do not accept a world view
which seeks to quantify all human endeavor in zero-sum terms.
It is, therefore, an essential value for all students to learn that the
balanced zero-sum theory of human activity is not the only way
of viewing what we do in the course of a day, or even a lifetime.
Through the Eight Virtues + One, we seek to instill a system of
values recognizing that the product of a complete education is the
expectation to serve others, not an entitiement to social status. We
recognize the balance deep learning creates between a true citizen'’s
rights and responsibilities. And finally, we hope that ISF Academy
students learn to count on what counts, not on what’s counted.
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Dr. Malcolm Pritchard
Principal
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Community and Service
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It has been a busy semester for our ISF Academy students. Not
only have they been working hard academically, but they have
also been serving our local community in a number of differ-
ent ways. Community and service projects help students to un-
derstand that all communities benefit from our participation in
them. By working for the good of a community, students learn
that every individual can make a difference in this world. Partici-
pation in service will help the students to learn responsibility, to
build a pattern of service into their lives, and to internalize the
importance of contributing to their communities.
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September 2010 / 201059H

On Sep. 18, The ISF Academy hosted the Powered by
Youth forum. Students from all across Hong Kong came to The
ISF Academy with the mind to make a difference in their com-
munity. They participated in forums hosted by a number of Hong
Kong’s community members, who are working hard to create a
better world for everyone. The presenters included Ms. Jen-
nifer Meehan, CEO of the Grameen Foundation, Asia Region;
Mr. David Begbie, Director of the Crossroads Foundation; Mr.
Charles Brian-Boys, a member of Eight Partnership; Ms. Jolene
Otremba, Editor of the Daily7 and Daily10 Newspapers; and Ms.
May Yan Koo, an independent marketing consultant. The stu-
dents came up with ideas to help support the Kids4Kids Organi-
zation. They have continued to stay in contact with each other
and meet up throughout the 2010/11 Academic Year through
mini Powered by Youth forums.

Students also volunteered at the Asian Gaelic Games
hosted in Hong Kong this year. They helped keep score, organ-
ize the players, and keep the lines for the games. Players came
from all over Asia to participate in this event. Emma Lee (G11
Ping) said, “Before the finals of the last match, my friends and |
listened to the Irish national anthem. | thought it was beautiful.
Volunteering here was definitely an eye-opening experience for
me.”
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A Jonathan Tse (G170 |
Water) and Olive Wong
(G710 Wooa) hejp
MNitamaryar Nagarajan
(G11P) plan a strateqy
1o bring solar panels to
The ISF Academy
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Sam Ng (G9 Earth) is given a lesson .
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1B Djploma students Jocelyn Yeung(G71 Aj), Miamaryari
Nagarajan (G171 Ping), Eric Chan (G171 Ping), and Jonathan Chow
(G177 Ping) atfended the Powered by Yourth forum as part of their
CAS program
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Evans Chan (G9 Fire) and Victor Yun (G9 Fire)
lake a well-aeserved break in the shade
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October 2010 / 20105108

In October, the winner of the Kids4Kids Writing
for a Cause competition was announced. The
competition asks students to write and illustrate a
short story in English and Chinese. The winning
stories are then published and all of the proceeds
from the books go to support children’s charities in
Hong Kong. With his creative story-telling and the
help of some Grade 10 students, Yik Lok Wong

in Grade 3 Xiao became the first winner from The

ISF Academy. Yik Lok says, “l chose to support
the charity Bring Me A Book because | want more
children to have books to read and | want to share
the happiness of reading.”
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Jin Yun Chow (G170 Fire) helps Yik Lok
Wong (G3 Xiao) display His oniginal story
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November 2010 / 20105118

November was a busy month for our Grade
10 and 11 students. They took the night train
to Yangshuo, China, to do some service work
across the border. While in Yangshuo, they
participated in some creative activities such as
fan painting, some physical activities such as
hiking and biking, and some service activities
such as teaching in a rural school, painting
fences for a children’s home, and spending
some time with the elderly. A great trip was had

by all and they are looking forward to returning
next November.
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December 2010 / 2010F12H

Grade 8 students hosted Human Rights Week from Dec. 6 to 10.
The week highlighted the UN Convention of Human Rights and
encouraged students to think about their rights. It also encouraged

students to be part of the solution to end human rights violations
around the world.
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The Winter Celebration was also a time of giving and service. The
ISF Academy invited Kids4Kids, Habitat for Humanity, and Save
the Children to speak to our families during this festive occasion.
The PTA also hosted a food drive to help those who are less
fortunate. Many students, parents, and teachers gained new

insights into the powerful ways that we can make a difference in
our local community.
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Jonathan Tsang (G8 Metal) and
Christopher Chung (G8 Waler) display
the Box of Truth’ game that highlighi's
the disparnities between the rich and
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P Mukiimathi Nagarajan
(G8 Water), Jonathan 1sang
(G8 Metal), Miamaryar
Nagargjan (G717 Ping), and
Amber Ko (G8 Metal) pose
with Monigue Kuo at the ISF
Academy Save the Children’
booth

January 2011 / 201118

The new year started off with service as thirteen
students traveled to the Po Leung Kuk Gold &
Silver Exchange Society Pershing Tsang School in

o Causeway Bay to assist with their English Day. Po
A Cealic Mang (G717 Aj) convinces Mr. Forde to gef  Leung Kuk is a well-established charity organization

[EIEEEINENSEE B HIMonigue Kuo info the spirit of giving by selling him a Kids4Kids bookand  runs a multitude of social and educational
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school in Hong Kong, and it helps families from
Willred Wong (G8 Fire) different backgrounds in the areas surrounding
says, 1 appreciate such a

great opportunily fo teach
and help these children.”
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Wanchai. The students ran English games for

students in Primary 3 and 4 to encourage them to
improve their English skills.
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A Jitany Ying (G Earth) and Selene
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< Valerie Chan (G8 Earth) asks
Students ‘How much is it?”
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Anastasia Yan (G8 Fire) ; (Contributed by: Ms. Clare Alcock, CAS and Secondary
Jokes around with students § Community Service Coordinator)
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The ISF Academy

1 Kong Sin Wan Road, Pokfulam, Hong Kong
Tel: (852) 2202 2000

Fax: (852) 2202 2099

Website:
www.isf.edu.hk

Email:
enquiry@isf.edu.hk

Editorial Team:
Communications and Community Department
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