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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ON THE ISF ACADEMY FOUNDATION YEAR 

PROGRAM 

 

1. Does your pre-primary program consist of a one-year Foundation 

Year or are there more years? 

 

The Foundation Year is included as part of the Primary Program in our 

Campus at 1 Kong Sin Wan Road, Pokfulam. Students in our Foundation 

Year will be of the same age as those attending K3 in the local schools.  

We do not rule out the possibility of offering K1 and K2 classes in the 

future should we find a suitable facility.  

 

2. Is the Foundation Year a half-day or a full day program?   

 

The Foundation year is a full day program with a teacher: student ratio of 

about 1:10. 

 

3. What is the Medium of Instruction?   

 

Putonghua and English will be the two instructional languages.  Similar 

to our Grade 1 to 3 programs, delivery or our curriculum for the 

Foundation Year Program will also be 70% in Putonghua and 30% in 

English. 

 

4. How many teachers will there be in each class? 

 

The ratio between the teachers and students will be 1:10 with one 

Putonghua or English speaking teacher and one English or Putonghua 

speaking Teacher Assistant.   

 

5. Will students in our Foundation Year be automatically promoted to 

Grade 1? 

 

We are a through-train school starting from Foundation Year.  As such, 

all students in the Foundation Year will automatically be legible for 

enrollment into our Grade 1.   
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6. Will siblings receive priority when applying for Foundation Year? 

 

With regard to siblings, the same policy applies whether they are applying 

for Foundation Year, Primary School or Secondary School.  Siblings are 

considered for admission at the same time as children of families who are 

applying to The ISF Academy for the first time.  Although such 

relationships are a significant factor in admission decisions, The ISF 

Academy is not able to guarantee admission to siblings and in the future, 

to our alumni’s children.   

 

7. What is the application procedure for 2009/10 Foundation Year?  

What is the age required at the time of entry? 

 

Age at the time of entry into our Foundation Year is 4 years and 8 months 

as of September 01.   

 

Applications for the 2009/10 Foundation Year will start in 

September/October of 2008. Application deadline will be announced in 

our website and you may also contact our Admission Office at 2202 2028 

from early September 2008.   

 

8. My child will attend your Foundation Year program.  Is my child 

eligible for the Pre-Primary Education Voucher Scheme run by the 

government?   

 

No, your child is not eligible for the scheme. 
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9. What are the school fees and composition fees for Foundation Year? 

 

School fees and composition fees for Foundation Year are the same as 

these for Grade 1.   

 

10. Will I need to make a capital contribution for my child who is 

attending Foundation Year? 

 

Yes, all students attending The ISF Academy from Foundation Year to 

Grade 12 are required to make a capital contribution in the form of  

·  a General Capital Levy (one-time) or 

·  an Annual Capital Levy (payable every year) or 

·  be a nominee of a Capital Noteholder.   

 

11. Can you tell me more about the curriculum? 

 

The Putonghua and the English curriculum standard will follow that of 

Beijing and the U.K. curriculum standard respectively.     

 

12. Can you tell me more about the Foundation Year teachers?  Will 

they be teachers with experience in Kindergartens or in Primary 

Schools?   

 

Our teachers will be Putonghua and English native speakers with early 

childhood training and experience.  In many large schools, the lower 

primary grades include the Foundation Year, Grade 1 and Grade 2.  The 

upper primary includes Grades 3, 4 and 5.  Teachers of the lower primary 

grades plan their units together to ensure the cohesiveness of the 

philosophy and curriculum.   
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